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We bought a tea field in Minami Yama Shiro Mura 23 years ago. Slowly we cleared the land.
We built small a workshop and studio and in 2010 we completed a cabin. Our son, Robin, lives

there now. We continue to come to make artwork.

From the beginning our land has been my ‘lungs.” I have been able to breathe the clean
country air and heal my spirit. Recently we have been making friends in the village. There is

a very open, kind atmosphere.My artwork for this exhibition was made at our cabin and
reflects the light and freedom I feel here.
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In a corner of Minami Yama Shiro Mura I have a darkroom. Here I have been able to widen
the scope of my photographic work, or, rather, the countryside has stimulated me to produce
work. I have been coming to Minami Yama Shiro Mura for the past 23 years, I can see it as
my final resting place. 5 years ago, coinciding with our son’ s desire to move here, we built a
cabin. From the veranda we can see Dosenbou, from a lane on the small hill behind the house

we can see a misty Suzuka mountain range.
The transparency of the air is delicious!

I enjoy canoeing on the nearby dam and chatting with the neighbours. I am fortunate to enjoy

life in Minami Yama Shiro Mura.

The photographs in this exhibition spring from my feelings of gratitude.
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Christine Flint Sato is a British sumi ink artist. She studied
calligraphy under Seika Kawabe (Mainichi Calligraphy Organisation)
for many years and ink painting under Chinese ink painter Li Geng.
She exhibits regularly in Japan and the UK and has won prizes for
her artwork. She runs sumi workshops in both countries. She also
researches and writes about the sumi arts. In 1999 her book
‘Japanese Calligraphy: The Art of Line and Space’ was published
and in 2014 *‘Sumi Workbook."
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Photographer Hiro Sato was born in Amami Oshima. After
graduating in law, he studied psychology and counselling. He
gained an MFA from University of Arizona, USA, and is currently
associate professor in the Photography Department of the Distance
Learning Division at Osaka Art University. His area of specialization
is 19th Century photographic techniques.
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